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Presidentôs Message 
 

Although the summer weather failed to turn into the 

ósizzlerô we were promised, there have been many 

glorious days on which to get out and about to enjoy our 

beautiful countryside. The diversity in landscape - and 

all within a two-hour drive of home - provides great 

photo opportunities. The grandeur of peaks, the lush 

loveliness of dales, intriguing coastlines or simple 

country lanes and pretty villages all beg to be captured 

by the lens. Unfortunately no photographic image quite 

manages to match those in the mindôs eye, but it does 

provide a happy memory of a jolly day out, especially as 

the nights close in and we are looking for something to 

put into the monthly competition. I personally get a 

vicarious pleasure from the work of others and look 

forward to the new season in which we will be treated to 

a spectacle of new and interesting material, taken close 

to home or in the exotic locations to which members 

take themselves. Hopefully, collections will be put on 

the website. I am sure Mike Quickenden will be happy 

to advise on how to do this. 

 

In an effort to provide something for everyone, Helen 

Shanks has put together another splendid programme. 

We are especially grateful to her for the work she put in 

on the clubôs behalf over the summer whilst recovering 

from illness, and we hope she continues to make good 

progress. 
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The annual dinner in May, preceded by a visit to the de 

Grey Mausoleum, was attended by a large number of 

people and was deemed to be a great success. The White 

Hart at Flitton was an excellent venue and the staff 

looked after us well.  

 

At the start of the summer programme, we returned to 

Flitton for a stroll across the moor and rounded off the 

evening in The White Hart for some liquid refreshment. 

The Treasure Hunt, the date of which was changed 

judiciously to avoid inclement weather, was well-

attended and the Points of View competition in London 

was much enjoyed by the participants and we look 

forward to seeing their images later on. We have to 

thank Mike Olney, Alan Woodward and Tony Joyce 

respectively for organising these events. If it were not 

for these club stalwarts then the camaraderie within the 

club would suffer. At the time of writing the walk to 

Sharpenhoe Clappers remains to be undertaken and it is 

to be hoped that, this year, the rain will not be the main 

player. 

 

In addition, I am grateful to many members who have 

responded readily and enthusiastically to requests for 

help from within and outside the club. The display put 

up for Tea and Tunes in Bedford Park was master-

minded by John Holt. Although he bore the brunt of the 

labour, he had a good team of volunteers to man the 

stand. Much interest was shown by those who attended 

the event and, who knows, it could result in a new 

member or two. Other requests came for help with 

taking photographs of the Bedford/Jersey Festival and 

even a wedding. In all cases there were offers of help, 

thus promoting the club. By spreading our net far and 

wide, we can only make gains and make our future more 

secure at a time when other clubs are struggling to 

maintain membership. 

 

It remains for me to welcome you all at the start of this 

new season and to express the hope that you find plenty 

in the programme to grab your interest.  

 

Vaughan Southgate 

 

Editorial  
 

This is the first issue which a number of members have 

elected to receive óIn Focusô only as a Word document 

attached to an email. Also, an abridged version will be 

posted on the Clubôs website. 

 

In two articles, Diana Moss explains her proposed 

improvements to, and innovations in, the running of our 

internal competitions in the new session. Another 

innovation will be the new competition devised by John 

Pegram to involve families and friends of members ï see 

the poster on Page 10.  

 

The discussion about restrictions on amateur 

photography, which began in the last issue, continues 

with the article by Matt Jamieson and with the item on 

school  photography under óSnippets of Newsô 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Foley Arms 

Hotel, Malvern in October. 

 

The closing date for the next issue is 10
th
 November 

2009. I am happy to take submissions in longhand but 

prefer Word documents in 10 point Times New Roman. 

My thanks to contributors to this issue and to John Holt, 

Marilyn and Vaughan for proof reading and to Piers 

Hemy, way up in the Black Isle, north of Inverness, for 

continuing to be our printer. 

 

Martin Nellist   

 

 

Club Weekend. 
 

Most members will know by now that the club weekend 

away will be to Malvern, Worcestershire on the weekend 

of Friday 2
nd

 October until Sunday morning 4
th
 October.  

Mike Olney has booked our accommodation at the Foley 

Arms Hotel right in the centre of Malvern and is 

preparing to circulate a list of photo locations.  If you 

would like to join us for the weekend, please contact 

Mike Olney on 01525 862775.  

 

Martin Nellist  

 

Close-up and macro photography  
by Roger Hance, FRPS 

28
th

 April, 2009 
 

Roger made his latest visit to Bedford Camera Club 

accompanied by a large array of equipment and, unusual 

for these times, a slide projector. To a large audience he 

showed and demonstrated the equipment he uses for his 

natural history work which included a 25 year old Benbo 

tripod, various lenses, extension tubes, flash equipment, 

reflectors, sticks, string, adhesive tape, plastic ties, long 

knitting needles, a piece of chamois leather, moth trap,  

ground covering material for keeping his clothes clean 

and an old car aerial.  The knitting needles, in case 

youôre wondering, are not for doing some knitting in a 

hide-out but for using them as stakes for supporting 

objects to be photographed or keeping others out of the 

way 

 

His lecture concentrated on the photographing of 

flowers, fungi, butterflies, moths and other flying 

insects.  I learned that there are about 80 different types 

 

Important notice about Projected 

Images for the Monthly 

Competitions 
 

Please do NOT send these via e mail until further 

notice. 

 

Thanks. 

  

Diana Moss. 
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of butterflies and around 2500 types of moths.  Getting 

out and about   around 4.30am, is, we were told, the best 

time to go out and take photographs because that is 

when the insects are mating. Roger said that nothing the 

photographer will do will disturb this happening so the 

best pictures can then  be obtained. Of course, one has to 

find them first and their camouflage is such that, unless 

someone tells you where they are, they can be extremely 

difficult to find. Also a number of pictures of small 

plants and fungi have to be taken lying at ground level 

which is where the Benbo tripod comes in useful since, 

as he demonstrated, it can be made to lay flat near the 

ground.  Having felt that this amount of athleticism was 

beyond me, he then went on to tell us how it was 

possible to take many natural history pictures indoors 

and make it look as though they were taken outdoors. I 

must admit I was particularly interested in this aspect of 

leisurely photography which he  demonstrated  with  a 

plant pot covered in  bits of greenery with a butterfly and 

taken in his home which,  when photographed,  looked  

like an outdoor shot. 

  

This was an excellent lecture in every way and I 

particularly appreciated the showing of the same subject 

with different lighting set ups and natural lighting and 

the use of reflectors. The differences were there for all to 

see.  Iôm sure that everyone enjoyed Rogerôs latest talk 

and might be encouraged to embark on this aspect of 

fascinating photography. 

 

Stanley Searle 

 

 

Flitwick Moor 2
nd

 June 
 

Mike Olney followed his excellent choice of weather for 

the North Norfolk weekend with a beautiful evening for 

the Clubôs amble round Flitton and Flitwick Moors. We 

walked probably the most interesting part of what is 

called the Two Moors Walk (leaflet available at local 

libraries) in a loop based on the White Hart at Flitton. 

Not many photos were taken but a good time was had by 

all and all enjoyed refreshment at the end of the evening. 

Stan Searle took an excellent photo of the group (see last 

page)  

 

Martin Nellist  

 

Treasure Hunt / Cheese and Wine 

Evening  

Tuesday, 7
th

 July 
 

This occasion is usually a fairly uneventful evening, a 

quiet drive around the countryside looking for clues, 

following by a party in the garden. 

 

This year, however, it was somewhat different, in that 

several people decided rather late that they would like to 

come, pushing the numbers up into the mid thirties.  As 

Ann said, this would be OK provided it was a nice warm 

and dry evening, but there was no way that we could get 

everyone into the house if it was raining. 

 

On the Monday we had torrential thunderstorms going 

on into the evening, and the forecast for the following 

day was no better.  On Tuesday morning we decided that 

it would probably be dangerous, and in any case not very 

enjoyable, to send out slow-moving cars with people 

looking for clues in a thunderstorm, so I had a quick 

phone round, getting general agreement to postpone the 

event for 24 hours until Wednesday evening, only about 

six people indicating that they wouldnôt be able to come. 

 

Unfortunately on Wednesday itself ten people cried off, 

which could have caused a few problems é  However, 

at the agreed time about 17 people gathered at Great 

Barford Church on a lovely evening.  Clutching their 

question sheets, they disappeared into the churchyard 

looking for the first clues, before driving on to Blunham, 

Tempsford, Wilden, Colmworth and Little Staughton, 

finally arriving at Keysoe,  looking remarkably cheerful. 

 

So  drinks and lots of food, which they did their best to 

consume, before we sorted out the scores for the treasure 

hunt.  The ñnumber of complete fleurs de lis on the 

entrance gates to Great Barford Churchyardò caused 

many problems, with answers varying from 46 to 115!  

However - apart from a few rather odd answers - 

everyone seemed to do remarkably well with the rest of 

the clues.  Out of a possible total of 50 points, Sue and 

Richard Butler came first with 43, followed by Mike and 

Pat Quickenden with 42 and Diana and Barrie Moss, 

Oonagh and John Holt, and Elizabeth and Matt 

Jamieson, all with 41.  We therefore had to have a tie 

breaker for 3
rd
 place.  What does QUANGO stand for?  

Barrie (being brilliant) gave the correct answer almost 

instantly and was awarded 3
rd
 place.  All this for a small 

box of chocolates!  

 

So, replete, everyone staggered out into the night.  

Thank you all for taking part and thanks to Ann for 

laying on the refreshments. 

 

Alan Woodward 

 

Geoff Tee, 1935 ï 2009 
 

Kempston Camera Club is mourning the death of Geoff 

Tee, one of its founder members, who died on the 28
th
 

June, 2009. Geoff was an excellent photographer and up 

to recent years had been a well known lecturer and judge 

throughout the region, making numerous visits to 

Bedford Camera Club in both capacities. He always 

enjoyed the friendly rivalry which existed between the 

Bedford and Kempston Clubs and the photographic 

battles between them were always good fun.  

 

Geoff served on the Executive Committee of the East 

Anglian Federation of Photographic Societies (EAF) as 

Bulletin Editor from 1975 to 1992 and was President 

from 1988 to 1990 which was an honour he well 

deserved. I always found Geoff to be particularly helpful 

so far as Bedford Camera Club was concerned and we 

shall miss him.  Sadly, during that last six years of his 

life he had to give up his beloved photography because 
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of the loss of both legs through illness. Our condolences 

and sympathy go out to his wife, Sherley, and son and 

daughter who had all helped Geoff try and cope so 

bravely with the medical problems he suffered. 

 

Bedford Camera Club members were present at Geoffôs 

funeral which took place on the 13
th
 July at the Bedford 

Crematorium. 

 

Stanley Searle 

 

Photoshop Plugins 
 

I hadn't come across these before, and thought that 

members  might like to see them, and the others on the 

same site.  

 

http://www.vicanek.de/plugins/contrastmask.htm does 

what it says on the can. 

 

The next is like having your image on a tilting and 

rotatable table, to correct for perspective very flexibly 

http://www.vicanek.de/plugins/perspective.htm 

 

But the one that looks very useful and unlike anything 

else I have seen is to get rid of telephone and power 

cables http://www.vicanek.de/plugins/wireworm.htm 

 

In each case, the author also provides links to other 

software that does similar stuff - in the best traditions of 

academia!  And it's all free. 

 

Piers Hemy 

 

Wimpole at War. 
 

Hopefully this issue has arrived in time to alert you to a 

WWII recreation at The National Trustôs Wimpole 

Estate (01223 206000) near Cambridge on Sat 26 and 

Sun 27 September. The event is to commemorate the 

70
th
 Anniversary of the outbreak of WWII and will 

provide opportunities  to meet the Home Guard, Army, 

ARP, civilians, Land Girls and lindy hoppers. Vintage 

cars, cycles and tractors of bygone era will be on display 

as the estate comes to life, as it would have been over 60 

years ago. Displays throughout the day, including 

military drills and dancing, culminating in the Home 

Guard óBattle Schoolô at the end of the day. Childrenôs 

craft activities in the basements (small charge). NT 

members free. Non-members £12, child £6.50, family 

£31.50. 
 
Martin Nellist  

 

Raffles 

  
Those of you who were at the Annual General Meeting 

will know that your Committee has decided that we shall 

have a raffle at every meeting during the coming season, 

instead of only about every third meeting as in the past. 
  

If any of you would like to donate prizes, I should be 

most grateful if you could let me have them as early in 

the season as possible, so that I have some idea of how 

many prizes I need to buy. 
  
Many thanks. 
 

Alan Woodward 

 

The Route to LRPS 
 

On Tuesday 8
th
 April.our immediate past President, 

Peter Weaver LRPS gave us an excellent Powerpoint  

presentation in which he explained all aspects of 

obtaining an LRPS.  This included the cost, the 

importance of selecting a consistent set of prints and 

having a hanging plan. At the break, Peterôs impressive 

set of prints were viewed by members. Hopefully some 

will have been encouraged to take the same route 

 

Martin Nellist  

 

The RPS Digital Imaging Group 
 

On 7
th
 April, Steve Ridgway arranged the projection and 

introduced a DVD of the work of the RPS digital 

imaging group. Although the commentary by Clive 

Haynes was somewhat over the top, it did complement 

what were excellent images. 

 

Martin Nell ist 

 

Annual Exhibition  
 

The Christopher Fry Hall of Bedford Modern School 

proved to be a more than adequate substitute venue for 

the Annual Exhibition following difficulties with the 

University of Bedfordshire. The last minute switch was 

made possible by the good relations between our 

President and the Headmaster but all of the staff were 

extremely helpful and we shall be pleased to return there 

next year if necessary. The hall itself was the best the 

Club has had since the days of the Harpur Centre and 

Corn Exchange  There was plenty of room for the 

display boards, in fact we could have used more, and it 

was possible to arrange them on either side of the 

seating so that the slide show could be held in the same 

room. 

 

On the evening of   Tuesday 31
st
 March, the Exhibition 

was opened and the Cups awarded by Miss Sian Milton, 

the Head of Art at the school. In a short opening speech 

she congratulated the Club on its work and explained use 

of photography in Arts projects in the school.  We all 

then watched a presentation of the digital entries as an 

AV compiled by Tony Joyce. 

 

Viewing by the public during the week was uneven but 

probably suffered from inadequate publicity resulting 

from the lateness of the switch. The attendance on the 

final Saturday was very good.   

 

http://www.vicanek.de/plugins/contrastmask.htm
http://www.vicanek.de/plugins/perspective.htm
http://www.vicanek.de/plugins/wireworm.htm
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Our thanks to all those members who either helped or 

entered the Exhibition and, in particular, to Mike 

Quickenden who masterminded the whole event. 

 

Martin Nellist  

 

EAF Exhibition 2009 
 

This exhibition was staged in the  Gibberd Gallery 

(Town Hall) Harlow from 2
nd

 to 23
rd
 May. Bedford 

Camera Club had the following entries selected.  

Colour Prints: - 

Deryck Cutler Royal Tournament 

Martin Nellist Patterned Beach 

 

Digital Images:- 

Tom Yates Oak Eggar Moth 

Terry Sykes Full Stretch 

 

Congratulations to these four and all members who took 

the trouble to enter. Thanks also to Stan for co-

ordinating our entry. 

 

New City Photographic Societyôs 

Central Challenge 
19

th
 March 2009 

 

Bedford came fifth equal out of 16 clubs in this 

competition, which was won by Oxford and judged by 

Kevin Herbert. 

 

Results totals and positions were as follows:- 

 

1
st
 . Oxford  94 

2
nd

 . XRR     91 

3
rd
 . New City 88 

4
th
 . Kempston 87 

5
th
 =. Bedford 86 

5
th
 =  Biggleswade & District 86 

5
th
 =  Rushden & District 86  

8
th
 .  St Albans 84 

8
th
 . Buckingham 84 

8
th
 . Shillington & District 84 

8
th
 . Ampthill & District 84 

12
th
 .  Vauxhall Chilterns 83 

13
th
 .  Banbury 80 

14
th
 =  Aylesbury 79 

14
th
 =  Park St. 79 

16
th
 .   Focus 76 

 

Next yearôs competition will be held on Thursday 18th 

March 2010. 

 

Tony Joyce 

 

A45 Competition 
 

On 16 April 2009, at Peterborough, Bedford came 2
nd 

 

out of 13 clubs. About 120 people were present. Three 

clubs tied for 3
rd
 place: = 

 

1. Bottisham & Burwell 92 points 

2. Bedford                 91 

3= Bury St Edmunds  89 

3= Cambridge             89 

3= Lakenheath            89 

 

Bedford scores were:- 

Santa Cruz Opera House    Mike Quickenden  19 

Zebras                                Alistair Jones    17  

Eileen Donan Castle           John Pegram   18 

Stalking                              Mike Clifton  19 

At ease                                Tony Joyce  18 

 

It was an excellent evening and a well run event judged 

by Eric Saul. 

 

Stan Searle 

 

Internal Competitions 
 

My report at the AGM gave a brief overview of entries 

and points scored at our monthly competitions 2008 ï 

2009. It seems appropriate to start the new season by 

reviewing how and why images are chosen and how the 

points system operates. 

 

The figures from last season support the view that it 

requires less effort to produce an óopenô image for 

projection than a óthemedô image as a print. The total 

number of óopenô images submitted for projection in 

October, February and April were 66, 55 and 59 

respectively. In comparison the total number of óthemedô 

images submitted as prints were 37 and 26 for óBeyond 

Repairô in December and óFestivalô in March. 

 

The complete set of figures is shown below:- 

 Prints  

exhibited 

Prints 

sub-

mitted 

DPIs  

exhibited 

DPIs 

sub-

mitted 

Oct 2008 

óOpenô 

43 53 51 66 

Dec 2008 

óBeyond 

Repairô 

37* 37* 44 57 

Feb 2009 

 óOpenô 

40 55 41 55 

Mar 2009  

óFestivalô 

26 26 26 26 

Apr 2009  

 óOpenô 

38 46 42 59 

*These figures were given as 33 and 36 in my report. 

Apologies for the discrepancy.  

 

The time allocated for judging is approximately 1 hour 

for each category and because it is limited we try to keep 

the number of images to about 40, which means that 

more often than not your reserve image doesnôt get 

entered. We have become slightly more consistent with 

this as the year has gone on.  

 

For each image exhibited, either as a print or as a 

projection, 1 point is allocated, with a further 5 for 1
st
, 4  



 

 6 

for 2
nd

, 3 for 3
rd
, 2 for highly commended and 1 for 

commended. So it is possible for members to obtain at 

least 6 points at an event from 3 prints and 3 projections, 

but it is more likely to be 4, bearing in mind the time 

constraints.  

 

The greatest numbers of points this season have been 

gained not only because a memberôs images have been 

placed but also because they have submitted the most 

images. I am absolutely not in favour of quantity over 

quality, but more submissions from more members 

would provide a greater range of images to be analysed 

(to our benefit) and equally importantly a greater range 

of images available for external competition choice. 

 

The File Information needed to accompany the projected 

images occasionally gets forgotten and sometimes gets 

misplaced in the fields, but it is straightforward enough 

for me to put it right. It would however be quite an 

achievement if, on arriving home after a meeting all I 

had to do was to upload the images! 

 

Quite a lot of discussion has taken place regarding 

repetition of exhibited images. As we know a single 

image can appear 4 times in a season which is quite a 

high number considering there are only 16 possible 

exhibition opportunities (counting prints and projections 

as separate events). So at our first óOpenô competition on 

October 20
th
 2009, I am asking for as many members as 

possible to submit images which have NOT been entered 

in Bedford Camera Club competitions. 

 

Diana Moss 

 

Monthly Competition Results 
 

 Open Competition ï 3
rd

 February 2009.  

Judged by Chris Anderson 
 

Projected Images 

1st Steve Ridgway Grand Union Canal Scene 

2nd Barrie Moss Peak District Winter 

3rd Alistair Jones Kernow Keg 

H C Pat Quickenden Groynes 

H C Clive Walton Single pink lily 

H C Martin Nellist Young gulls 

C Mike Quickenden Opera House, Santa Cruz, 

C Terry Mann Glass Ceiling 

C Hollie Pumphrey Elterwater 

   

Prints 

1st Marilyn Southgate Snow in Woburn 

2nd Alan Woodward Beach Huts ï Southwold 

3rd Alan Woodward Window Sill ï Prebendil Manor 

H C Diana Moss Which way now? 

H C Graham Pumphrey John Betjeman 

H C Peter Robinson Old timer 

C Martin Nellist Grasshopper 

C Peter Weaver The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells 

C Hollie Pumphrey St Pancras Station 

 

óFestivalô Competition ï 24
th

  March 2009. 

Judged by Derek Larkin EFIAP  
 

Projected Images 

1st Barrie Moss Candlelight 

2nd Pat Quickenden Nearly There 

3rd Clive Walton Guru at Diwali Festival of Light 

H.C  Terry Mann  Festival of Music 

H.C  Martin Nellist  Celebration 

H.C  Clive Walton  Christmas Lights 

C  Brian Felles  Course Checking 

C  Barrie Moss  Easter 

C  Martin Nellist  Kite Festival 

  

Prints 

1st Martin Nellist Fire Eater 

2nd John Holt Bedford River Festival 

3rd John Holt Three Dancers 

H.C Pat Quickenden That's nice! 

H.C  Brian Mears  Morris Dancers  at Cardington 

H.C  Clive Walton  Woburn Flower Festival 

C  Matt Jamieson  River Festival Race 

C  Diana Moss  The year of the Fox 

C  Alan Woodward  Navy Day Festival, Dubrovnik 

 

Open Competition ï 21
st
 April 2009. Judged 

by John Law FRPS MFIAP 
 

Projected Images 

1st Vaughan Southgate Where have all the houses gone? 

2nd Hollie Pumphrey Teasles 

3rd Steve Ridgway Over the Final Hurdle 

H.C Mike Quickenden Lion in Kruger 

H.C Claire Boardman Over-priced Coffee in Venice 

H.C Tom Yates Adonis Blues 

C Mike Quickenden I told you not to do that 

C Marilyn Southgate Sheep on the Dell Estate 

C Fred Harris Garden Resident 

  

Prints 

1st Pat Quickenden Impala and Red-billed Oxpecker 

2nd Vaughan Southgate Waterhouse Magic 

3rd Martin Nellist A Proper Charlie 

H.C Mike Quickenden Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill 

H.C Martin Nellist 
Evening View from Tower 

Bridge 

H.C Peter Robinson Skylight View 

C Mike Quickenden Across Lac la Fare 

C John Holt Shutters 

C Tom Yates Bandstand in Bedford Park 
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Membersô  evenings 2009 /2010 ï 

Advance notice. 
 

Ladies vs. Gents. 19
th

 January  2010 
 

The reason for the advance notice of this event is 

because time has been allocated for entry selection on 

December 1
st
 2009. This allows a few weeksô 

preparation time.  

30 prints will be required from each team. Max 3 prints 

/member. 

There will be 6 rounds of 10 prints. Each round will 

consist of 5 prints per team. Each print will be scored 

and then team scores totalled. 

 

How do they do that? Tuesday 23
rd

 

February 2010. 
 

This is a follow on from last season when members 

enjoyed the experience of analysing and judging images 

for themselves. 

 

This time we are hoping members will present analysis 

of their own images.  Not necessarily a lot of detailed 

technical information, although some of that would be of 

interest, but more about artistic composition. In effect 

answering the questions:- 

 

 óWhat did you see in the viewfinder, which caused 

you to depress the shutter?ô 

Have you manipulated the image in any way? If so 

how? 

 

The members whose images are placed 1
st
 to 

Commended in our competitions will be asked to share 

their expertise. There is no obligation to take part.  

 

However, in order to ensure a range and reasonable 

number of images we will start to build up a list of 

contributors starting with our first competition of the 

year ï the óOpenô on Tuesday 20
th
 October. 

 

Obviously if there any questions regarding these events 

please donôt hesitate to contact me. 

 

Diana Moss 

 

Club Competitions planned for the 

2009 ï 2010 season 
DPIs =digitally projected images 

Time Media Category Theme 

2009    

Oct  Prints & 

DPIs 

Monthly óOpenô 

Nov  Projected 

only 

óPhillip Lepper 

Memorial Trophyô 
óImpressionsô 

Dec  Prints & 

DPIs 

Monthly  themed  óShape and 

form in 

natureô 

Dec  DPIs óPoints of Viewô óTo be 

arrangedô 

2010    

Jan  Prints only  

 

 

 

Prints only 

óArchitectsô 

Association 

Trophyô      

 and     

óNALGO 

Challenge cupô 

óCool 

Architectureô   

 

 

óUrban Lifeô     

Feb  Prints & 

DPIs 

Monthly óOpenô 

Mar  Prints & 

DPIs           

Monthly themed  óSportô 

Apr  Prints & 

DPIs 

Monthly óOpenô 

 

Ampthill and District Camera Clubôs 

Inaugural Exhibition  

 
This exhibition was staged in Millbrook Village Hall on 

Saturday, 6
th
 June 2009 and was supported by Lottery 

funding and a grant from Ampthill Town Council. The 

Hall and the car park were full when local Central 

Bedfordshire councillor, and former Ampthill Town 

Mayor, Gary Summerfield formally opened the display.  

He was keen to stress the importance of the Camera 

Club to the cultural life of the town.  This was for me  a 

refreshing contrast to the unenthusiastic response 

Bedford Camera Club usually has from the Bedford 

authorities. Gary then awarded certificates for the best 

prints, which had been selected by  Naomi Saul, the 

EAF President, A total of 185 prints had been submitted 

by 19 members but, for reasons of space, only 170 were 

displayed. 17 members submitted 138 digitally projected 

images and these were displayed in continuous loop on 

large computer screen. Prints were available for sale at 

prices set by the photographer. It was suggested that a 

typical price would be £20 of which 25% would be 

donated to the Club. 

 

It sounds patronising I know but I was somewhat 

relieved that, with only one or two exceptions, the 

quality of the images was not up to the standard of 

Bedford Camera Club.  However, ADCC is a smaller 

and relatively new club and should rightly be satisfied 

with the success of this inaugural event.   

 

Martin Nellis t 

 

A Photograph of Pendragon Castle 

 
Pendragon Castle lies in a remote valley ï Mallerstang- 

just in Cumbria, across the border from North Yorkshire. 

It is some 4 miles from the small market town of Kirby 

Stephen, where the Parish Council keeps a watching 

brief on behalf of a private landlord. The castle is not 

much these days; a rather small ruined keep and two 

windows giving views up and down the infant River 

Eden, which eventually finds a way westward at 

Carlisle. 

 

In Elizabethan times the castle was part of the extensive 

estate of Lady Ann Clifford, a thrice widowed lady of 
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remarkable talents. It is said that the castle is haunted by 

the ghost of one of her stewards who committed suicide 

after being found guilty of criminal misuse of the wealth 

and property entrusted to him. 

 

Something over 20 years ago when I lived in 

Wensleydale I went to photograph Pendragon castle as 

part of a project set for competition by the Wensleydale 

Camera Club. The summer day was cloudy/bright and in 

the days before digital my camera was loaded with 

Velvia 50. I took a number of shots of the keep and then 

moved into the ruin to photograph Wild Boar Fell, 

framed in one of the two remaining windows. I had just 

taken a shot when behind me I heard a cough and felt a 

tap on my left shoulder. I turned round and found - - 

nothing ï not a person or a coughing sheep. I left soon 

afterwards. 

 

The sequel to this episode came some 6 months later 

when my Velvia slide of the castle was shown at a Club 

competition. The judge at the time was known for his 

idiosyncratic use of language. He made great use of the 

word óAdequateô. This included about 90% of the entries 

ï of which mine was one. Then 5% were either ómore 

than adequateô or very rarely, ósupremely adequateô. At 

the other end of the scale 5% would be described as 

óinadequateô, or even worse óabsolutely inadequateô. 

 

My óadequateô slide was however selected for further 

comment. The judge had detected an indistinct image 

near the castle keep, and wished that the focus could 

have been improved. Now the extraordinary thing was 

that none of the 30 or so Club members could see this 

image, only the judge saw something. 

 

Since that day in Mallerstang I have passed by 

Pendragon Castle on several occasions but have never 

felt able to stop and take another photograph. 

 

Roy Kneeshaw  

 

The destruction of a darkroom 
 

It all started with those adverts for free loft insulation 

which keep appearing in the free local papers. A good 

idea I thought. No money and no work on my part. Little 

did I know about that last point!  The surveyor came and 

didnôt raise an eyebrow at what he saw. Now, about 19İ 

square metres of the space had floorboards on 180mm 

joists. I asked if they could poke the insulation under the 

boards if I removed every fourth one. ñNoò was the 

quick reply ñif you want to retain the storage area youôll 

have to remove all the boards and put them back on 

raised joistsò.  I pleaded with them to do the work in two 

stages so that I could have somewhere to put the floor 

boards and all the useful(?) stuff which was on them. 

ñNo wayò was the reply of the boss who seemed to fear 

that I would drop dead between the two visits, in which 

case they would not be able to get payment from the 

energy company. 

 

So down from the roof had to come everything from 

furniture ( you never know what siblings might want) to 

half sheets of plywood and the like (yes the trap door is 

large).  Then up came all the floor boards and the joists 

were raised by screwing roof tile laths to 100mm high 

spacing blocks. 

 

But what about the darkroom?  If I was doing all this 

preparation work, why stop at the darkroom? I hadnôt 

used it for about four years.  It was constructed around a 

disused chimney with the enlarger bracketed from the 

brickwork ï no vibration!  And so it happened. After the 

loose and not so loose contents had been taken 

downstairs, the electrics had to be disconnected and 

dismantled.  Good gracious, I counted 17 sockets of one 

sort or another, 13 amp, 5 and 2 amp round pin and 12 

Volt d.c. and of course various lights. Something from 

the past was a photoflood with its own pull switch. Who 

remembers the developing process in which the material 

had to be exposed to a bright light part way through?  

And then there was the strange cable which entered the 

room at one side, followed the wall round and went out 

the other side! Should I cut it or would the burglar alarm 

go off?  Then I remembered that we had had a lodger 

who wanted internet access so the cable was a phone 

extension which ran from my office on the ground floor, 

up the backs of cupboards and so on until it dropped 

though the ceiling of his bedroom. 

 

The hot and cold water pipes and the waste from the 

double sink (which came from our kitchen 35 years ago) 

had to be removed and capped.  The water pipes were a 

bit of a fiddle because I had wrapped an electric heating 

tape around them to prevent a repetition of the freezing 

which had occurred in the days when we had cold 

winters. 

 

The darkroom structure was simple but it involved 

hundreds of screws.  The framework was ñ2x1ò timber 

with hardboard fixed to the inside and glass wool on the 

outside.  The ceiling was covered with a generous layer 

of old and somewhat dirty mineral wool which I had 

found in the roof when we bought the house. However 

before demolishing the structure there was the little 

matter of the two-way switching circuit for the loft 

lights. One switch was at the foot of the loft ladder and 

the other was by the door of the darkroom. The circuit 

had to be simplified. 

 

The contents of the darkroom are now heaped on a 

bedroom floor; I should think they would fill three tea 

chests. What do you do with all this stuff?  There is a 

limit as to how many seed trays, sorry, developing 

dishes you need, or cat litter trays, and we donôt have a 

cat.  You canôt even use the photo paper in an ink jet 

printer, I know because I tried and got ink on the feed 

rollers!  I wonder if those chemicals would kill the 

weeds in our drive.  Better than sending it to landfill I 

suppose. 

 

Oh, and by the way, the insulation does seem to have 

made a difference, the house seemed cold this afternoon 

and I went up into the roof and it was lovely and warm 

there!  In case you are wondering, the 35 yearôs of 
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accumulated ñjunkò is now mostly back on the relayed 

floor boards in the roof. 

 

John Holt 

 

 

Snippets of news 
 

End of Kodachrome.  This was the first of two items of 

interest to photographers in The Daily Telegraph  of 23 

June 2009. It explained that, because of the success of 

digital cameras, Kodak were to cease manufacturing 

Kodachrome slide film. Not entirely unexpected but 

rather sad to see the demise of an outstanding product 

resulting from years of painstaking research including 

that of my own brother.  

 
ñSports day pictures legal, parents told.ò This was the 

title of the second item. It stated that the privacy 

watchdog, the Office of the Information Commissioner 

had ruled that parents should be able to take photographs 

and videos of their children at school events, without the 

risk that so doing breaches data protection. The Office 

has issued fresh guidance to education authorities 

explaining that the Act is unlikely to apply in many 

situations where photographs are taken in schools. David 

Smith, the Deputy Information Commissioner, was 

quoted as saying: ñPhotographs taken for the family 

photo album are exempt from the Act and citing it to 

stop people taking photos or filming their children at 

school is wrong.ò The item also stated that even 

photographs taken for official use or for local 

newspapers do not breach the Data Protection Act, as 

long as the subjects know how the images will be used. 

 

So good news for common sense, parents and 

photographers. All they need to do now is to reintroduce 

competitive events into sports days! 

 

All in one Camera and Projector. In August 2009 

Nikon announced the COOLPIX S1000pj claiming it to 

be the world's first compact camera with a built-in 

projector - enabling you to share your photos or videos 

at a party instantly or relive a day's memories while on 

your travels.   

 

The Bedfordshire Wildlife Trust have been seeking 

information about the presence of Himalayan Balsam 

along the River Flit.  This plant has attractive pink 

flowers but its exploding seed pods and rapid growth 

turn it into a very aggressive annual weed which spreads 

rapidly particularly along, and chokes, water courses. 

The problem was very much in evidence during the Club 

walk on Flitwick Moor on 2nd June.   

 

Digital Photography at Corfe Castle ï The National 

Trust found a novel way to photograph the extent of the 

crumbling stone on the ruined ramparts of Corfe Castle.  

Because scaffolding could not be erected around much 

of the walling, the Trust suspended a digital camera 

beneath a large helium balloon and took  images by 

remote control.  Stone Conservators then had to carry 

out much of the subsequent repair by abseiling down the 

battlements. 

 

Martin Nellist  

 

Freedom to click? 
 

Would you dare point your camera at a police officer on 

duty, especially in London? I  think I would hesitate, in 

the present political climate. 

 

A few meetings ago, one of our members drew our 

attention to the increasing pressure to restrict 

photography in public places, in the name of action to 

prevent terrorism. Since then, I have noted a press report 

regarding Austrian tourists in London, caught in the act 

of photographing red buses on the street. To avoid arrest 

on suspicion of gathering information for terrorist 

purposes, they were forced by police officers to delete 

the offending images. 

 

More recently, in the May 2009 issue, the editor of the 

Railway Magazine has drawn attention to the plight of 

rail fans who frequent station platforms, bridges and the 

peripheries of railway yards to capture images of trains 

and locomotives, where they are harassed by railway 

police and station staff, risking confiscation of cameras 

and/or ejection from the (public) premises. 

Photographers who have a specialised interest are easy 

targets. The editorial quotes instructions given to police 

officers in one of the larger shire counties by the forceôs 

counter-terrorism adviser to ñlook out for people taking 

pictures or notes or in possession of cameras, zoom 

lenses or camcorders who are conducting covert -or 

overt- photography.ò 

 

Meanwhile, in the letters column of the same issue, a 

reader reports that 160,000 people were stopped at 

British stations last year. Presumably not all of these 

would have been photographers, but anyone carrying a 

camera, or particularly a zoom lens would have been 

regarded as especially suspicious. The RM reports a 

steadily increasing   number of reader complaints about 

harassment on stations, bridges, and even streets, and 

has begun a low key campaign to try to obtain an 

acceptable solution. In particular, the former Rail 

Minister, Tom Harris MP appears to be prepared to put a 

photographerôs case to the authorities. Hopefully, all 

photographers and not just rail enthusiasts will be 

included. 

 

What can we do? Perhaps camera and photographic 

clubs should be collecting information on the extent of 

the problem as it affects members, and thus be prepared 

to support a campaign for reasonable freedom for public 

photography. 

 

Matt Jamieson 
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Facility  to display membersô images 

on the Club website. 
(This item was originally circulated by email on 12

th
 

April 2009) 

 

We now have a facility to display membersô images on 

our club website.  If you go to the membersô gallery on 

the website you will see some of my images set up 

there.   If you would like to put a set there, I can do it for 

you.   
 

At present I want to restrict it to one set of up to 10 

images per member.  My thinking is that a given set 

images would only reside on the site for up to year to 

encourage members to update them and also to 

encourage members to visit the gallery to see what is 

new. 
 

The set needs to have a title  and a descriptive line of 

what the images are about.  The title could be as simple 

as "My favourite images"! 
 
To get them there you need to provide me with a CD or 

memory chip containing: 
 

1.  The images - jpegs, sRGB colour profile around 1024 

pixels in their longest dimension. No apostrophes in the 

file names please. 
 

2.  A text file made with Notepad (NOT WORD)  

containing the following information: 

 Set Title - fairly short     (Mine was "Birds from the 

Kruger") 

 A descriptive line about the images 

 File names against Image Titles.    Please do not put 

your titles completely in capital letters. 
  
Mike Quickenden. 

 

óTea and Tunesô ï Bedford Park 
Thursday 18th June. 

 
 

In spite of a chilly summer day the event was well 

supported by visitors and especially by club members. 

At least 10 members visited the Camera Club site during 

the afternoon. Their images were under constant scrutiny 

and several people went away with club details and 

hopefully with sufficient encouragement to join us this 

year.  

Many thanks to John Holt for organising the Camera 

Club exhibition at the event. 

 

Diana Moss 

 
 

New Competition 
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